Novembar 19, 1951

Dr. T. W. siilen
Hyline Resezrch Laboratory
Dallas Centar, Iowa

Bear dr. filien:

{ hava your letter of November 14. I regret that cur work on phage
does not include staphylococcus, so that We cannot be of any direct assis-
taxa to you. The following commants may be of some tse tc you, nowever.

According to the literaturs, there is a highborder of strain specificity
in the interactions of phage with staphylococci. Therefore, u phage picked
at raudom 48 activs on one culture mighi not be llikely o lyze your omn.

“he most diract approach would ba fur you to attempi to isclate o spscifie
phage youraeif. The best source would be from the same place as the bac-
teria were isolated, although fecal suspensions and raw sewage should also
be teated. As an alternative, the strains might be sent to someone who
has an extensive coullection of stach ohagzes.

Tne most sxtensive work done in this country cr this subtject has been
by Dr. Roy 1. Fisk, Huntington iemorial Fospital Pas2dena Califernia, but
about 1) years ago (J. Inf. Dis., 71, 153 1742). dors exbsnsive studies,
especially on phage-typing of staphylocccecl of animal orlgin, have been
carrisd out recently at the London 3chool o¢f Hyglens and Tropical Medicine,
hoddon #.C. 1, England, by Dr. H., %lliiums Smith (J. Healeddgribiflegy, 1948),
and he 1s llkely to hava 1aintainad his collection at the London School.
A3 Dr. %illlaas Smith has moved to ancthar sddress, it might be better to
send an enquiry to the care of the director.

Plsase laet me know if I can be of anybfurther assistance. An Australian
group has also worked extesaively with this materiazl, but in vies of the
transport nulsancs, I did not mention them.

Yours sincerely,

- Joshua Lederberg
Associatp Professor of Genetics



